MORAL VALUES IN LITERATURE                      IOI
of sectionalism. True art, if it is taken seriously, can play a
great part in the reintegration of this broken world. But is
it not true that many of us used our gifts for teaching the
young the glory of war, the mission of supermen, the virtue
of the immolation of the individual for the State, the destiny
of our nation to rule the world ? Have we not given to our
countries a soul which can be honoured, insulted, disgraced,
saved or lost ?
But War's a game, which, were their subjects wise,
Kings would not play at,   Nations would do well
T' extort their truncheons from the pmny hands
Of heroes, whose infirm and baby minds
Are gratified with mischief, and who spoil
Because men suffer it, their toy the world.                   \. Co-wper i
King-?, priests and statesmen, blast the human flower
Even in its tender bud ; their influence darts
Like subtle poison through the bloodless veins
Of desolate society.   The child.
Ere he can lisp his mother's sacred name,
Swells with the unnatural pride of crime, and lifts
His baby sword even in a hero's mood.
This infant arm becomes the bloodiest scourge
Of devastated earth; while specious names
Learnt in soft childhood's unsuspecting hour
Serve as sophisms with which manhood dims
Bright reason's ray and sanctifies the sword
Upraised to shed a brother's innocent blood.
Let priest-led slaves cease to proclaim that man
Inherits vice and misery, when Force
And falsehood hang even o'er the cradled babe,
Stifling with rudest grasp all natural good.                  (Shelley }
Have we not ourselves contributed to the intellectual
indiscipline and moral anarchy which have led to the world's
debasement and desolation ? Look at the amount of patriotic,
as distinguished from universal, literature we have produced
in these inter-war years. Have we not taught the wrong way
and accustomed the people of the world to call Alexanders
and Napoleons, Fredericks and Catherines, the great of the
world? Have not some of the contemporary writers sung
the praises of Italy's ' civilising mission * in Abyssinia ?
From our past teaching will not our descendants be justified
if they look upon Hitler and Mussolini as belonging to the
species of great men ? The empire builders from Sargon to